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Project FOCUS 

·Fostering Our Communityõs Understanding 
of Science 

·Began with a conversation 

·Elementary school teachers often have little 
science background 

·Effective science teaching is time consuming 

ƁLesson preparation 

ƁMaterials preparation 

·Science hasnõt been part of high-stakes 
testing at the elementary school level 



The partnership 

·UGA students who were passionate 

about science and kids 

·UGA Department of Science Education  

·School principal 

·School teachers 

·Cheryl Jones  



Specific goals for the program 

include:  
·Improve the science experiences of elementary 

students  

·Provide experiences to students and teachers 
that will bring about more positive attitudes 
about science 

·Improve the science content knowledge and 
confidence of local elementary teachers  

·Increase support for elementary school science 
teaching 

·Develop a sense of community involvement for 
UGA students that will continue after graduation 

·Enhance the communication and leadership skills 
of UGA students 



The structure 

·Create a 3-credit, graded A/F course, initially as a 
special topics course within departments of CAES 

·After two years, developed a specific interdisciplinary 
Project FOCUS class 

·Students had to apply to the program, indicating: 
ƁGPA (2.5 minimum) 

ƁNumber of science credits theyõve earned (12 minimum) 

ƁExperiences with children 

ƁReasons for taking the class 

ƁHave a class schedule that would allow spending 3 hours a 
week in the elementary classroom between 8:30-2:30 M-F 



The structure (continued) 

·Ten students enrolled initially (two 

graduate and eight undergrad) 

·Interested teachers provided us with 

their schedule for science teaching, then 

we matched student and teacher 

schedules 

·Held a full-day orientation at the 

elementary school for the UGA students 

the first Saturday of the semester 



Orientation 



Orientation 



The requirements 

·Students spend 3 hours each week for a 
total of 40 hours/semester in the elementary 
school classroom 

·The specific role of the UGA student in the 
classroom is left to the teacher/student 
partnership to determine, but must be active 

·Students work closely with their partner 
teacher 
ƁCreate the lesson plan 

ƁPrepare materials needed for any hands-on 
exercise 

ƁTeach the topic to the children 



The requirements (continued) 

·Students also spend one hour a week in a 
reflection section led by the doctoral science 
education student 

·Each week students write a reflective journal 
entry on a topic relevant to the course 

·TA evaluates these journals  

·TA is direct liaison to schools, principals and 
teachers 

·TA observes each student in the classroom 
at least once 



Grades for UGA students 

·Teacher evaluations (3 @ 10% each) 30% 

·Reflective journals 20%  

·Reflection sessions 20%  

·Summary reflection 10% 

·Overall professionalism and participation 15% 

·Best lesson presentation 2.5% 

·UGA club presentation 2.5% 



The elementary schools 

 



 



 


